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of such traits as quickness to respond to a situation, participa-
tion in activities, association with others, and awareness of
the environment. The scores so obtained showed a substan-
tial positive correlation with the Marston test of personality.
Up to nine years of age children tend to draw from mem-
ory and prefer to sketch the human figure. After nine years
of age they give more attention to correct representation of a
variety of objects. These tendencies, of course, vary with
the instruction they have had and the kind of stimulation
of esthetic interest in their environment.
Children are more critical of their drawings in this period.
They are now less easily satisfied with their results than
they were in the primary period. They see how poorly they
have translated on paper or canvas or with clay or other
media the glimpses of beauty that have come to them.
Hence, many children's artistic careers end in this period.
There is no social pressure that requires drawing ability.
The average adult is not ashamed to admit he cannot draw.
A child doing good work in other subjects rarely fails to be
promoted on the basis of deficiency in drawing. Since slight
pressure is put on ability to draw, children tend to stop try-
ing if the results they have obtained are unsatisfactory to
themselves and have been criticized by others. The teacher
may help the child over this drawing plateau by (1) in-
structing him in the use of materials, so that he will see
that he is really gaining in technique, (2) acquainting him
with some art that is a little better but not too much better
than his own, (3) discussing with him the principles of de-
sign and color, (4) encouraging his successful attempts, and
(5) criticizing his work in a constructive and friendly way.
Artistic effort should not be allowed to decline in this
period. It may be directed into many avenues, such as letter-
ing, making posters, decorating articles of furniture or cloth-
ing, designing costumes, and drawing maps and, diagrams.
Art work in the schools should give the pupils pleasure in
creating pictures and designs, appreciation of beauty in
everyday surroundings, as well as a clearer perception of
form, line, and color in natural objects, pictures, and articles